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January 2020 

 

Initiatives 

  

Results of Swachh Sarvekshan League 2020 

The Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs on 

December 31, 2019, released Swachh Survekshan 

League in New Delhi. Around 4,372 cities participated 

in the league. It is a cleanliness survey that helps in 

competitive federalism.  

Highlights  

In the category of 10 lakh plus population, Indore 

secured first place. Indore has remained in first place for 

the last three years. Following Indore, Bhopal and Surat 

are in second and third places respectively. In the 

category of population between one lakh and 10 lakhs, 

Jamshedpur was in 1st spot following New Delhi and 

Khargone.  

Indicators  

The focus of the survey was on waste water treatment, 

faecal sludge management. The survey also focused on 

implementation of ODF+, water plus and ODF++ 

protocols of the ministry of housing and urban affairs.  

Significance  

In Competitive Federalism, the relationship between 

Central and state governments are vertical and between 

the state governments are horizontal. The ranking of the 

cities based on cleanliness helps in promoting 

competition among them. The idea was mooted during 

economic reforms in the country in 1990s. The states 

will compete with each other that will help achieve 

efficiency in administration also will enhance 

developmental activities. 

 

RPF renamed as Indian Railways Protection 

Force; Railway Prices hiked 

The Railways Ministry has renamed Railway Protection 

Force (RPF) as Indian Railway Protection Force 

Service. The ministry has also accorded Group A status 

to RPF.  

Railway Protection Force  

The RPF was formed under the Railway Protection 

Force Act, 1957. Under the act, the RPF personnel have 

powers to search, arrest, investigate and prosecute. 

However, the ultimate power lies in the hands of 

Government Railway Police. RPF works under the 

control of Ministry of Railways.  

History  

The RPF was first formed in 1854 when the Railway 

construction was begun in India for the first time. 

However, it received its legal identity for the first time 

under Police act, 1861. In 1872, the Railway Police 

Committee recommended organization of Railway 

Police Force. 

Government Railway Police (GRP)  

These Police forces are different from that of the RPF. 

The GRP was established under Railway’s Act, 1989. 

The duties of GPF is same as that of District Police such 

as patrolling. But they hold their jurisdiction only on 

railway property. They observe law and order within the 

railway stations in the country. Also, the GRP examine 

empty train carriages, prevent overcrowding and control 

vehicle traffic inside the station premises.  

Price Hikes  

The Indian Railways has increased the train fares to 1p 

per km from January, 1, 2020 in non-suburban trains 

and non-air-conditioned trains. The fares have been 

hiked by 2p per km. The price hike was published by 

Indian Railway Conference Association. 

 

Gujarat Lion Census 

The Wildlife Institute of India (WII) is to conduct 

Asiatic Lion Census in May 2020. The Institute will use 

10,000 cameras to conduct the census.  

Highlights  

In 2015, the WII counted 523 lions in Gujarat. It is 

expected that the numbers have risen phenomenally and 

the population must have crossed 1,000. The census is 

to adopt the technology of National Tiger Conservation 

Authority. The entire census area is to be divided in to 

3-km grid. Officers will collect hair, nails, teeth, etc. 

The collection process is to be carried out using 

scientific methods laid out by NTCA. Around 1,000 to 

2,000 officers are to be employed. In the second phase, 

10,000 cameras are to be used to capture the lions.  
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Asiatic Lions  

The Asiatic Lions in Gujarat are restricted to Gir 

National Park in the state. The lions are listed as 

“Endangered” in the IUCN Red List. Initially the lions 

were spread from the east of Indus river to West Bengal 

and also to Narmada river in Central India. However, 

today they are restricted to Gujarat alone. Asiatic lions 

belong to the category of Pantherine cats.  

Pantherine Cats  

The lion is one among the 5 Pantherine Cats inhabiting 

in India. The other 4 pantherine cats in India are Bengal 

Tiger, Snow Leopard, Indian Leopard and Clouded 

Leopard. Under IUCN red list, Bengal Tiger has been 

listed as Endangered, and the three leopards snow 

leopard, clouded leopard and Indian leopard have been 

listed as Vulnerable 

 

RBI launches MANI application 

On January 01, 2020, the Reserve Bank of India 

launched the MANI application for visually challenged 

persons to identify new currency notes that were 

launched after demonetization. MANI is Mobile Aided 

Note Identifier. Highlights MANI application scans 

currency notes using camera and gives audio output in 

Hindi and English. The Government of India launched 

several currency notes under “Mahatma Gandhi series”. 

Under the new series, denominations of Rs 10, 20, 50, 

100, 200, 500 and 2,000 were released before 2 years. 

There were challenges faced by visually challenged in 

identifying these notes. Hence, the application has been 

launched to help visually aided in easily identifying the 

notes. However, the application does not detect genuine 

or counterfeit notes. 

Mahatma Series Notes  

The Mahatma Gandhi Notes were introduced in 1996. 

The currency was called so as the notes prominently 

displays portrait of Gandhiji. These notes replaced the 

Lion Capital Series. These notes have several security 

features.  

Security Features  

They contain a security thread that can be seen as a 

straight line against a line source. Also, it contains the 

word “Bharat” written in Devanagari script. It reveals a 

hidden image of Mahatma when held against light 

source at an angle of 45 degrees. It also holds water 

mark and fluorescence. These notes were replaced by 

the Mahatma Gandhi (new) series that were launched in 

2016.  

The Intaglio Print  

The currency notes hold intaglio print to help the 

visually impaired read the denominations. Intaglio is 

raised shape that are present in all notes other than Rs 

10. Vertical rectangle is present in Rs 20, square in Rs 

50, triangle in Rs 100, circle in Rs 500. Rs 2000 notes 

has a raised print of horizontal rectangle. The 

application is a better means to identify the notes. 

 

2636 EV charging stations sanctioned under 

Phase II FAME India 

The Department of Heavy Industries operating under 

Ministry of Heavy Industries and Public Enterprises has 

sanctioned 2636 Electric Vehicle (EV) charging stations 

under FAME India scheme Phase II. The stations are to 

be set in 62 cities in 24 states and Union Territories.  

Highlights  

The aim of the move is to make sure at least one Electric 

Vehicle charging station is available in a grid of 4 km × 

4km area in the selected cities. Out of the 2636 charging 

stations to be constructed, 1633 will be fast charging 

stations and 1003 are to be slow charging stations.  

FAME India  

FAME India is Faster Adoption and Manufacturing of 

(Hybrid) and Electric Vehicles. The objective of the 

scheme is to increase the use of electric and hybrid 

vehicles by offering incentives. The phase I of the 

scheme was launched on April 1, 2015 with an allocated 

budget of Rs 895 crores. The phase II was launched on 

April 1, 2019 with an allocated budget of Rs 10,000 

crores.  

Charging Technologies  

India has planned to use three charging technologies. It 

includes CHAdeMO, Indian Bharat Standard and 

Combined Charging System (CCS). CHAdeMO is a 

quick charging method that delivers up to 62.5 KW by 

500 volt and 125 ampere DC (Direct Current). The CCS 

involves both DC and AC charging. 

 

Cyber safe Initiative launched by Maharashtra 

Government 

On January 3, 2020, Cyber Safe Initiative was launched 

by Maharashtra Government. The initiative was 

launched commemorating the birth anniversary of 

Indian Social Reformer Savitribai Phule. Savitribai 

Phule was the first female teacher of India.  
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Highlights  

The aim of the initiative is to spread awareness against 

atrocities committed against children and women. It will 

also create awareness about laws on cybercrime. The 

campaign is to be implemented all over the state by the 

State Government in collaboration with state police, 

public relations department and cyber cell. The 

campaign is to be launched in all districts of 

Maharashtra creating awareness about laws existing in 

cybercrimes. It will also create awareness against crimes 

such as bank frauds, child pornography, photo shuffling, 

online gaming, cyber defamation information and false 

information sites.  

Central measures against cybercrimes  

At central level, the Ministry of Home Affairs runs a 

twitter handle called “Cyber Dost” that creates pertinent 

posts on prevention and protection against cybercrimes. 

The Home Affairs Ministry had also launched the Cyber 

Crime Prevention against women and children Scheme 

in January 2019. The scheme had a total outlay of Rs 

223.198 crores. The main features of the scheme include 

online cybercrime reporting platform, research and 

development, cybercrime awareness activities.  

Significance  

According to Crime Report-2017, released by NCRB 

(National Crime Record Bureau) in 2019, the number of 

cyber crimes in the country have been increasing 

constantly. In 2014, the number of cyber crimes were 

9,622, in 2015, it increased to 11,592 and in 2016 the 

number of cybercrimes were 12,317. The legal 

framework of cyber crimes is provided by the 

Information Technology Act, 2000. 

 

Project Netra 

The Indian Space Research Organization signed a pact 

with Indian Institute of Astrophysics to establish an 

optical telescope under “Project NETRA”. The 

organisation also tied up with NIT-Karnataka to set up 

a regional academic centre for space to promote 

research and development.  

Project NETRA  

Project NETRA was launched by ISRO in September 

2019. Under the Project, ISRO plans to set up 

observational facilities that will help in making early 

warnings to satellites about debris and hazards in their 

orbit. It includes radars, telescopes, control centres and 

data processing units. The aim is to make the facilities 

powerful enough to track even the smallest particle of 

10 cm diameter up to a range of 3,400 km.  

Significance  

The project will help India detect threats to Indian 

satellites from debris. Currently, India operates 15 

communication satellites, 13 remote sensing satellites 

and eight navigation satellites.  

Need  

Space debris is the biggest problem of the satellites 

sector. There are more than 7,500 tonnes of space debris 

that are circling the earth at present. These junks include 

screws of old rocket bodies to defunct space crafts that 

pose collision hazard to satellites.  

NETRA of DRDO  

Apart from ISRO, DRDO (Defence Research 

Development Organisation) operates NETRA (Network 

Traffic Analysis). It is a software network used to 

analyse internet traffic. It is used by Research and 

Analysis Wing (RAW), Intelligence Bureau (IB) and 

other intelligence agencies of Government of India. 

 

Ujala Programme 

On January 5, 2020, Unnat Jyoti by Affordable LEDs 

for All (UJALA) and LED Street Lighting National 

Programme (SLNP) marked their fifth anniversary. The 

schemes were implemented by Energy Efficiency 

Services Limited (EESL). EESL is a joint venture of 

PSU operating under Ministry of Power.  

Highlights  

Under the SLNP initiative, in five years around 1.03 

crore smart LED street lights were installed. This helped 

in reducing Green House Gas emission by 4.8 million 

tonnes annually. Also, the initiative has created 13,000 

jobs. Under UJALA programme, 36.13 crore LED bubs 

have been distributed so far. This helped in reducing the 

green house gas emission by 38 million tonnes annually.  

Awards  

The initiatives have been highly successful and hence 

gained world wide recognition. The programmes 

received South Asia Procurement Innovation Award 

(SAPLA) in 2017 and CIO 100 award in 2019.  

Prices  

The scheme has brought down the prices of LED bulbs 

to one-tenth of rates as in 2015. Also, they have helped 

in reducing customer bills by 15%. 
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Future Plans  

The SLNP programme aims to replace 1.34 crore street 

lights with smart LEDs by March 2020. This will help 

in reducing peak demands by 1.5 GW. Also, this will 

reduce Green House Gas Emissions by 6.2 million 

tonnes. The implementing agency of the schemes has 

planned to invest another 8,000 crores of rupees by 2024 

to install mote than 30 million LED street lights. 

 

ISRO launches Massive Human Space Flight 

Centre in Challakere Karnataka 

On January 6, 2020, the ISRO proposed 2,700 crores of 

infrastructure plan to construct Human Space Flight 

Infrastructure Centre. The facility is to be set up at 

Challakere, Chitradurga district of Karnataka and is 

expected to become operational in three years.  

Highlights  

The Centre is to be located in the NH-4 Bengaluru-Pune 

Highway. ISRO aims to establish a self-contained 

training facility here. At present, astronauts part of 

Gaganyaan Mission, the Human Spaceflight 

Programme of ISRO are trained in Russia. The centre 

aims at bringing in all the features that are provided by 

Russia and begin training astronauts within the country. 

Also, the centre aims to integrate the works of Human 

Spaceflight Programme that are currently spread across 

various centres such as UR Rao Satellite Centre, 

Bengaluru, Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre in 

Thiruvananthapuram and Institute of Aerospace 

Medicine of Air Force. If successful in the Gaganyaan 

mission, India will become the fourth country after US, 

Russia and China to send humans to space. In order to 

achieve this, India is also working on preparing ready to 

eat foods at DFRL (Defence Food Research 

Laboratory).  

Challakere-The Science City  

The city is located at 400 km from Bengaluru. It is called 

the science city as it accommodated facilities of ISRO. 

Bhabha Atomic Research Centre, DRDO’s Advanced 

Aeronautical Test Range and Indian institute of Science. 

 

LCA Tejas: 1st Indigenous aircraft to make 

arrested landing 

On January 11, 2020, the Light Combat Aircraft (LCA), 

Tejas successfully landed on INS Vikramaditya. With 

this achievement, the LCA becomes the first aircraft to 

make an arrested landing on a naval ship.  

Highlights  

The DRDO (Defence Research Development 

Organisation) made LCA became the first indogenously 

made aircraft to land on an aircraft carrier. This makes 

India enter a select group of nations in the world to 

develop aircrafts that are capable of landing and taking 

off from an aircraft carrier deck, that is barely 200 

metres wide. The elite countries that hold this capability 

includes US, China, UK, Russia and France. The regular 

LCA demands 1 km of run way to make its landing. 

However, recently developed naval variant is capable to 

make its landing in a far less landing space, 100 metres 

and take off space of 200 metres.  

Indian Military Aircrafts  

Today, the Indian Air Force is operating Mirage-2000, 

HAL Tejas LCA, MIG 21, Sukhoi-30 MKI, MiG-27, 

SPECAT Jaguar and Rafale. The Tejas LCA was 

developed by HAL in the 1980s by borrowing 

technologies from Russia, France and Russia. The plan 

was to replace the ageing Soviet Union sourced MiG-

21. The step is important for India to encounter Chinese 

increased presence in the Indian Ocean Region. This 

will also help India achieve its Defence target of Rs 

35,000 crore by 2024. 

 

Census 2021 

For the first time, the Census will collect data of 

transgenders headed houses. Also, the census will 

enquire about “Main cereal”, which is also included for 

the first time in the history of census of India.  

Highlights  

The Census 2021 is to ask 31 questions to the citizens. 

For the first time of Indian history, the following are to 

be included  

• The information about households run by 

transgender is to be collected. Under the question of 

sex of household head, male, female and transgender 

is to be collected.  

• The Census 2021 is to be conducted through mobile 

phone application  

• Inquiry about main cereal consumed  

• Earlier it was announced that the census for the first 

time will collect data on OBC. However, this has not 

been included. Rather there is provision of SC/ST in 

the census.  

The questions to be asked are decided by the Ministry 

of Home Affairs. The census is to begin by September 

2020  
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What are the questions asked?  

During the Census 2021, the following questions are to 

be asked to the citizens  

• Questions one to five are related to building 

numbers, floor material of the house, house number, 

wall and roof of the house, condition of the census 

house and use of census house  

• Questions six and seven are about total number of 

persons normally residing, household number  

• The other questions include caste details, ownership 

status of the house, access to latrine, LPG 

connection, smart phone, car, drinking water 

availability, main source of lighting, type of latrine, 

waste water outlet, main cereal consumed, etc.  

Previous Census  

The 2011 census clubbed the employment of 

transgender, their caste and literacy under “Males” 

category. 

 

K4 Nuclear Capable Underwater missle test 

fired by India 

On January 19, 2020, India test fired K4, a 3,500 km 

range nuclear capable missile successfully. The missile 

is meant for Arihant-class submarines. Arihant is the 

first indigenously manufactured nuclear submarine. 

Highlights 

The K4 missile was test fired from the East Coast of 

Andhra Pradesh from an underwater pontoon. India 

already operates Submarine Launched Ballistic Missile, 

K-15. However, the range of K-15 is limited to 750 km. 

The other under water missile being developed by India 

is BO-5, whose range is 700-km. India has also begun 

its research on K-5 whose target is 5,000 km. 

K series missile 

The K-4 is an intermediate-range submarine launched 

ballistic missile. The K-series missiles are named after 

former president APJ Abdul Kalam. They are much 

faster than Agni missiles. The other K-series missiles 

are K-15, K-5 and K-6. The K-5 and K-6 are under 

development by DRDO. The K-15 missiles also known 

as Sagarika missiles is a replica to the land-based 

Shaurya missile. The only difference is that K-15 are 

compatible to be deployed from submarines. The K-15 

missile gets help from Indian Regional Navigation 

Satellite System (IRNSS). 

India’s nuclear arsenal 

India, today, holds 130 to 140 nuclear weapons. It holds 

8,300 kg of plutonium that is capable of producing 1000 

more nuclear weapons. India has not signed the 

Nuclear-Test-Ban treaty and Nuclear Non-Proliferation 

Treaty 

 

3 Capital Bill of Andhra 

The Andhra Pradesh Government has passed the 

“Andhra Pradesh Decentralisation and Equal 

Development of All Regions Bill”, 2020. The bill paves 

way for three capitals of the state. 

Highlights 

The three capitals are Amaravati-legislative capital, 

Vishakhapatnam-the executive capital and 

Kurnooljudicial capital. The three-capital system is 

being adopted by the government of Andhra Pradesh in 

order to ensure equal development throughout the state. 

This also aids in decentralization of government. The 

above cities were selected as capitals for their strategic 

location to aid decentralization. 

Committees 

The cities were recommended by the committees 

namely B N Sri Krishna Committee, G N Rao 

Committee and K Sivaramakrishnan Committee. 

Indian States 

There are other states in India with two capitals as well. 

It includes Maharashtra, Himachal Pradesh and Jammu 

and Kashmir. The capitals of Maharashtra are Mumbai 

and Nagpur. The state holds winter session of the state 

in Nagpur. Similarly, the capitals of Himachal Pradesh 

are Shimla and Dharamshala (Winter). The capital of 

Jammu and Kashmir were Srinagar and Jammu (winter). 

Other Countries 

The other countries that have multiple capitals include 

Sri Lanka and Malaysia. In Sri Lanka, Jayawardenepura 

Kotte is the seat of national legislature and is the official 

capital and Colombo is the seat of judicial bodies and 

national executives. 

 

Democracy Index 

On January 22, 2020, the Economic Intelligence Unit 

released Democracy Index for the year 2019. The index 

was topped by Norway. Norway was followed by 

Iceland and Sweden at second and third positions 
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respectively. India was pushed to 51st rank slipping 10 

positions as compared to its previous ranking 

Highlights 

According to the report, the slippage of India’s ranking 

was mainly due to the protests of Citizenship 

Amendment Act (CAA), National Register of Citizens 

(NRC) and abrogation of special status to Jammu and 

Kashmir 

Report on Kashmir 

With respect to the Kashmir issue of Abrogation of 

Article 370, the report says that certain acts of 

government over the issue led to the decline in the 

country’s ranking. It includes deployment of large 

troops in Jammu and Kashmir region, restricting 

internet access and also placing local leaders under 

house arrest. 

Report on NRC 

The report said that the citizenship registration exercise 

excluded 1.9 million people from the final list. Also, the 

majority of the population excluded were Muslims. This 

has enraged large Muslim population and has stoked 

protests in various parts of the country. 

History of India’s Index 

The democratic indices are awarded over a score of 10. 

Since the launch of the Index in 2006, India has obtained 

the lowest score of 6.9 this time in 2019. In 2018, India 

obtained 7.23. India’s highest score was 7.91 in 2014 

and has declined since then. However, India’s scores 

have always remained above global average. This year, 

the global average was 5.44. 

 

Vyom Mitra 

ISRO (Indian Space Research Organization) is to send 

a half-humanoid robot called the “Vyom Mitra” as an 

experimental mission to Gaganyaan. Vyom Mitra 

means a friend in Sky. 

Highlights 

ISRO introduced Vyom Mitra at the “Human Space 

Flight and Exploration-Present Challenges and Future 

Trends” seminar that was held in Bengaluru. The robot 

is to fly in two unmanned mission that are planned in 

December 2020 and in June 2021. 

About Vyom Mitra 

The robot can speak two languages namely Hindi and 

English. It can mimic human activities such as 

recognizing other humans and responding to their 

queries. The robot can handle switch panel operations. 

It is also capable of providing air pressure change 

warnings. 

Gaganyaan Mission 

In order to make the first human space flight 

programme, Gaganyaan successful, ISRO has been 

taking several initiatives. The food for the astronauts is 

being developed by the Defence Food Research 

Laboratory. The astronauts to travel to space received 

their training in Russia. Gaganyaan Mission was first 

recommended by ISRO’s Policy Planning Committee in 

2004. In 2006, the preliminary studies under the name 

“Orbital Vehicle” began. In 2008, the design to carry 

two astronauts was finalized. In 2014, the testing of the 

launch vehicle GSLV-Mk III was successful. In 2018, 

the pad abort test was conducted and succeeded by 

ISRO scientists. In 2019, astronauts completed their 

training in Russia. 

 

Indian Railways first Waste to Energy Plant 

uses ‘Polycrack’ technology 

The East Coast Railways commissioned the first waste-

to-energy plant of Railways sector of India. It is the 

fourth such plant in the country. The plant has been set 

up at a cost of Rs 1.79 crores with Polycrack technology 

Highlights 

The plant installed converts waste collected from the 

garbage disposal units into carbon powder, diesel and 

gas using Polycrack Technology. The diesel oil is to be 

sold by the Railways to other stake holders for 

commercial purposes. The gas and carbon powder are to 

be used in brick manufacturing. The best thing of the 

plant is that it does not leave any waste at the end. The 

plant has the capacity to process 500 kg of waste per day 

and will earn Rs 17.5 lakh per annum. 

The first of such plant was established by Infosys in 

2011 at Bengaluru. The second plant was established in 

Delhi in 2014 and the third was installed by Hindalco in 

2019. 

Polycrack Technology 

In Polycrack Technology, waste is processed and 

reformed in 24 hours. The only drawback is that it 

requires larger area. The technology involves de-

polmerization, cracking, reforming, scrubbing, particle 

filtration and rapid quenching. The major benefit of the 

method is that it does not require pre-segregation. 
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Shiv Bhojan Thali 

At the 71st celebrations of Republic Day, Maharashtra 

Govenrment launched the Shiv Bhojan Scheme. The 

scheme will offer meals at Rs 10 to the poor. 

Highlights 

On the eve of Republic Day, at least one Shiv Bhojan 

canteen was started at the district head quarters all over 

the state. The scheme aims at providing meals to the 

poor at designated centres during stipulated time. The 

scheme aims at providing affordable, quality food to all. 

The State Government has estimated that the scheme 

would cost Rs 6.4 crores and is expected to run for three 

months. 

About the centre 

Also, the centres of the scheme are to opened at places 

where the below poverty line citizens live. Also, it is to 

be opened in areas like district hospitals, markets, 

railway stations. Initially the Government has planned 

to set up 50 such centres. The numbers are to be 

increased based on the feedback. 

 

Indian Railways to run 100% on electricity by 

2024 

On January 27, 2020, the Union Minister Piyush Goyal 

announced that Indian Railways will run 100% on 

electricity by 2024. In such case, Indian Railways will 

be the first Railways to run 100% on electricity. Also, 

the Indian Railways has planned to make the network 

zero-emission network by 2030. 

Electrification Project 

Previously in 2019, the target to run 100% electrified 

Railways was set to be achieved by 2023. So far, till 

2017-18, 4,087 km route had already been electrified. 

Upon success, the fuel bill will reduce by Rs 13,510 

crores. 

Current Scenario 

Today Indian trains run on diesel or electricity. Around 

two-third of the freight movement in India is through 

Indian Railways. At present, Electric traction accounts 

to 57.91% of energy expenses of Indian Railways (as 

per November 2019) Electrification of Railways is also 

Government’s plan to create 500 GW of renewable 

energy by 2028. 

Need 

According to NITI Aayog, the carbon emission from the 

Indian Railways is around 6.84 million tonnes (2014). 

 

India’s 1st underwater Metro: to begin in March 

2022 in Kolkatta 

The first underwater Metro is being constructed in 

Hooghly river. The project is awaiting clearance of 2.8 

million USD from the Indian Railways. 

Highlights 

The Hooghly Metro is one of the oldest Metro in the 

country. It was started in 1984. The new under water 

tunnel will carry 20% of city’s population and will cross 

the river in less than a minute. Currently it takes 20 

minutes in the ferry to cross the river and an hour to 

cross the Howrah bridge. 

Infrastructure and Environment 

While the infrastructural developments are increasing 

exponentially, it is important to check their effects on 

environment. According to World Wide Funds, by 2050 

the Earth will hold 75% more infrastructure than that it 

does today. Therefore, it is essential to study their 

Environmental impacts and take necessary alternate 

actions to protect the environment. 

Environment Impact Assessment 

According to United Nations Environmental 

Programme (UNEP), EIA is the evaluation of 

environmental impacts and also cultural, human-health 

and socio-economic impacts of a proposed project. 

EIA in India 

EIA in India began in 1976. However, it was an 

administrative decision till 1994. In 1994 

Environmental (Protection) act, 1986 was amended to 

provide legislative support to EIA process 

 

The Medical Termination of Pregnancy 

(Amendment) Bill 2020 approved by the 

Cabinet 

On January 29, 2020, the Union Cabinet approved 

Medical Termination of Pregnancy (Amendment) Bill, 

2020. The bill aims to amend the Medical Termination 

of Pregnancy act, 1971. The bill is to be introduced in 

the coming session of Parliament 

Highlights 
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According to the proposal, termination of pregnancy is 

to be extended to 24 weeks. It was 20 weeks earlier. The 

extension is only for special category of women. It 

includes rape victims, survivors of rape and other 

vulnerable women like differently-abled women. 

Significance 

The bill is a step towards increasing access of women to 

safe abortion services. The months have been increased 

considering the advancements in medical technology. 

The amendments were proposed by the Ministry of 

Health and Family Welfare. 

First Legalisation of Abortion 

In India the Shah Committee was appointed to review 

the socio-cultural and medical aspects of abortion. It 

was this committee that recommended legalization of 

abortion for the first time. 

 

 

Celebrated Days 

 

January 4th: World Braille Day 

Every Year January 4 is celebrated as World Braille Day 

in order to mark the birth anniversary of Louis Braille. 

Louis is the inventor of Braille, a written language for 

blind people.  

Highlights  

The World Braille Day is celebrated by the United 

Nations and also by other world organizations. In 

November 2018, the UN passed a resolution in order to 

celebrate the day. The day was first celebrated on 

January 4, 2019.  

The World Braille Day spreads awareness about Braille 

script and other accessible forms of communication. 

Many establishments like banks, hospitals and 

restaurants fail to print their materials in Braille script. 

This creates difficulties for visually impaired people. 

The day marks such difficulties and spreads awareness 

of their importance 

 

9th January: Pravasi Bharatiya Diwas 

On January 9, 2020, Pravasi Bharatiya Divas was 

celebrated. The day is being marked since 2003 to 

recognize overseas Indians. It aims at promoting unity 

among Indian diaspora living abroad and also mark the 

contributions of overseas Indians. The event is 

organized by the Ministry of External Affairs. It is 

sponsored by Confederation of Indian Industry 

 

10th January: World Hindi Day 

The World Hindi day is celebrated every year on 

January 10 in order to promote the language world-

wide. It is celebrated by Indian Embassies that are 

located all over the world. The day is being celebrated 

world wide since 2006.  

Significance  

Hindi is the fifth largely spoken language in the world. 

It is spoken in Pakistan, Bangladesh, Nepal, UK, USA, 

New Zealand, Germany, Uganda, UAE, Guyana, 

Trinidad, Suriname, South Africa and Mauritius. The 

language is spoken by more than 43 core people in the 

world.  

National Hindi Day  

The National Hindi Day is different from that of World 

Hindi Day. It is celebrated on September 14 every year. 

Two awards namely Rajbhasha Kirti Puraskar and Rajiv 

Gandhi Rashtriya Gyan-Vigyan Maulik Pustak Lekhan 

Puraskar are presented annually on National Hindi Day. 

The Rabhasha Awards are presented to ministries, PSUs 

and nationalized banks. September 14 was selected as 

National Hindi Day as it was the birth date of Beohar 

Rajendra Simha.  

Beohar Rajendra Simha  

He was an Indian scholar, theologian, historian, 

sanskritist, Sarvodaya-activist, politician, journalist and 

Gandhian. Hindi was adopted the official language of 

India on his 50th birthday.  

Origin of Hindi  

The word was transferred from the Sanskrit language 

“Sindhu”. The word “Sindhu” became “Hindu” after 

Iranians entered India. 

 

12th January: National Youth Day 
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Every year, on January 12, the birth anniversary of 

Swami Vivekananda is celebrated as National youth 

Day. In order to commemorate his birth anniversary, 

GoI also organizes National Youth Festival. The 

National Youth Festival is to be held between January 

12, 2020 and January 16, 2020 in Lucknow, Uttar 

Pradesh. The festival is being organized by the 

Government of India since 1995.  

National Youth Day  

Every year the Ministry of Youth affairs and sports 

celebrate the event annually with any one of the states. 

This year, the state of Uttar Pradesh been chosen. The 

day is being celebrated since 1985.  

National Youth Festival  

The 23rd National Youth Festival is organized by the 

Ministry of youth Affairs and State Government of Uttar 

Pradesh. The theme of the festival is  

Theme: Fit Youth Fit India  

The theme is chosen to align with the Fit India 

movement that was recently launched by GoI. The 

festival aims at bringing the youths of the country 

together. Around 6,000 participants are expected to 

participate in the festival. It includes volunteers from 

NSS (National Service Scheme), NYKS (Nehru Yuva 

Kendra Sangathan) and local youth. Apart from Fitness, 

the festival will also focus on culture. Several dance 

programmes of classical dance such as Bharatanatyam, 

Odissi, Manipuri, Kuchipudi are to be held. 

 

15th January: IMD foundation day 

On January 15, 2020, the IMD celebrates its 145th 

Foundation Day. It was begun in 1875. The day will be 

celebrated by Ministry of Earth Science under which 

IMD (Indian Meteorological Department) functions. 

 

15th January Indian Army Day 

On January 15, 2020, India celebrated its 72nd Army 

Day. It is being celebrated every year to honour soldiers 

who sacrificed their lives for the country. The Army 

Day Parade was held at the Parade Ground in Delhi 

Cantonment as a part of the celebrations. It is important 

to remember such great soldiers as they serve with the 

motto “Service before Self”  

Highlights  

On January 15, the first General of Indian Army General 

K M Cariappa took charge in 1949. The transfer of 

power from British to India is being celebrated on the 

day in the form of parades. The power was transferred 

to Mr Cariappa from the last British General Bucher. 

The parade was held at the Parade Ground of Delhi 

Cantonment. The Parade Ground was also named after 

him and is called Cariappa Ground. Gallantry awards 

were distributed on the occasion. General Cariappa 

retired on January 14, 1953. His retirement day is being 

celebrated as Armed Forces Veterans Day every year  

First Woman Officer  

In 2020, Tania Sher Gill became the first woman Army 

Officer to lead the parade. She led an all-men contingent 

at the parade. She joined the army in 2017. In 2019, 

Captain Bhavna Kasturi became the first woman officer 

to lead an all men contingent during the Republic Day 

celebrations. 

 

19th January: National Immunisation Day 

On January 19, 2020, the National Immunization Day 

(NID) was observed all over India as a part of Pulse 

Polio Programme, 2020. Around 17.4 crore children of 

age less than 5 hears were administered polio drops to 

sustain polio eradication in India 

Highlights 

India has eradicated polio completely in 2012. In order 

to sustain the eradication, GoI organizes Pulse Polio 

immunization campaigns on the standards set by World 

Health Organization (WHO). The next round of 

National Immunization Day is to be held in March 10. 

National Immunisation Day 

The National Immunization Day are one of the four 

strategies that are recommended by the WHO to 

eradicate polio completely. According to WHO, the 

NID has to be conducted twice a year at a gap of 2 to 4 

weeks. There are two types of vaccines that are being 

administered in the country. It includes IPV (Inactivated 

Polio Vaccine) and OPV (Oral Polio Vaccine). 

What are IPV and OPV? 

IPV is a wild-type poliovirus strain that is administered 

in combination of other vaccines. It includes Diptheria, 

pertussis, tetanus, haemophilus, hepatitis B and 

influenza. IPV is more effective than OPV. It increases 

intestinal immunity in children who have been already 

immunized with OPV. 
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24th January: National Girl Child Day 

India celebrates National Girl Child Day on January 24 

annually. It was initiated by Ministry of Women and 

Child Development in 2008. 

Highlights 

The aim of the day is to spread awareness about 

inequalities faced by girls in the country. It also 

promotes awareness about rights of girl child. Also, it 

increases importance of health, education and nutrition 

of girl child. The National Girl Child Day also spreads 

various atrocities faced by girls in their lives. The 

international day of girl child is celebrated on October 

11 every year. 

 

25th January: National Voters day 

National Voters Day (राष्ट्रीय मतदाता ददवस) is celebrated on 25 

January every year to mark the foundation day of 

Election Commission of India (ECI). ECI was 

established on 25 January 1950. It’s a constitutional 

body deriving its authority from Article 324 of the 

Constitution and Representation of the People Acts. The 

day was started in 2011. Year 2020 marks 10th National 

Voters Day.  

Objective  

Objective of National Voters Day is to encourage, 

facilitate and maximize the enrolment of new voters and 

active participation of the active voters.  

Theme of National Voters Day – 2020 The theme of 

National Voters Day – 2020 is ‘Electoral Literacy for a 

Stronger Democracy.’ 

 

27th January: International Holocaust 

Remembrance Day 

The United Nations Department of Global 

Communications marked the International Day of 

Commemoration in Memory of Victims of Holocaust on 

January 27. This year, 2020 marks 75th anniversary of 

the day. The Day was officially announced in November 

2005 at the United Nations General Assembly 

Highlights 

The International Day marks the ending of world war II. 

It also marks the establishment of United Nations 

formed in response to the crimes of Holocaust and 

Second World War. This year, the theme of the day is 

as follows Theme: 75 Years after Auschwitz-Holocaust 

Education and Remembrance for Global Justice The day 

also marks the anniversary of Liberation of Auschwitz. 

Auschwitz was a complex that operated more than 40 

exterminations camps and concentration camps during 

World War II. 

The Holocaust 

The holocaust was the genocide of the European Jews 

between 1941 and 1945. Two-thirds of European 

population were Jews. Around two-thirds of the 

European population were Jewish and Nazis under the 

leadership of Hitler murdered around 6 million. 

 

28th January: Lala Lajpat Rai Birth 

Anniversary Celebrated 

On January 28, 2020, the India celebrated the legend 

Lala Lajpat Rai’s 155th birth anniversary. He is one of 

the most celebrated freedom fighters in the country. His 

patriotism earned him titles such as “Punjab Kesari” and 

“Lion of Punjab”. 

He was born on 28 January, 1865 in Punjab. His father 

was a Government School teacher 

 

Persons in News 

 

Tania Shergil 

In 2020 republic day parade, Tania Shergil becomes the 

first woman officer to lead all-men contingent. The 

Contingent was commissioned in March 2017 from 

Officer Training Academy, Chennai. 

 

Rani Rampal 

The Indian Women Hockey Team player Rani Rampal 

has won the “World Game Athlete of the Year, 2019” 

title. She is the first hockey player in the world to 

receive the title. 

Rani Rampal is called the “Queen of Indian Hockey”. 

She joined the Indian Hockey National Team at the age 

of 15. She is the current captain of the team. In 2020, 

Rani Rampal was awarded with Padmashri, one of 

India’s most prestigious awards 
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Misc 

 

Report on Task Force on National 

Infrastructure Pipeline released 

On December 31, 2019, Finance Minister Nirmala 

Sitharaman released a report of task force on National 

Infrastructure on Pipeline (NIP) 2019-2025. The task 

force was set up in order to draw up National 

Infrastructure Pipeline from fiscal year 2019-20 to 

2024-25.  

Highlights of the report  

The report says that between 2020 and 2025 GoI has 

planned investment in infrastructure sectors such as 

roads, railways, urban, energy. These sectors account to 

70% of infrastructure investments planned. The plan is 

to invest 102 lakh crores of rupees by 2025 and make 

India a 5 trillion-dollar economy.  

Highlights: Energy  

According to the report, the total capacity of Indian 

Energy Sector is 356 GW. Out of this, thermal 

constitutes 66%, renewable energy constitutes 22%, 

hydro sector constitutes 13% and nuclear around 2%. 

The vision set for 2025 is raise the total capacity of 

power to 619 GW of energy by decreasing thermal 

energy to 50%, increasing renewable to 39%, hydro to 

9% and maintaining nuclear energy at the same level.  

Highlights: Transport sector  

Railways  

The current freight traffic of Indian Railways is at 33%. 

The report says that GoI has planned to increase the 

private sector participation in freight traffic. GoI will 

add 30% of net cargo by 2025 and will increase private 

trains to 500.  

Port  

There are around 12 major ports in India. The total 

capacity of the ports is 2 billion tons. According to the 

report, the capacity of the ports are to be increased to 2.5 

billion tons.  

Airport  

Today, India ranks 3rd in aviation sector. The aim is to 

improve India to 2nd position.  

Highlights: Agriculture  

In India, currently, the Food Corporation of India has 

installed 7.25 lakh metric tons of silos. According to the 

report, the storage capacity is to be increased to 100 lakh 

MT.  

Irrigation  

The area under irrigation in India is 68 million hectares. 

This is to be increased to 85 million hectares by 2025. 

The micro irrigation that covers 15% of irrigated area is 

to be increased to 28%. Also, pricing methods based on 

water-quality are to be adopted.  

Highlights: Digital Infrastructure  

India ranks second in terms of mobile phones with 119 

crore mobile subscribers. The aim is to make India rank 

one in the sector. Currently, internet penetration in the 

sector is 40% and the aim is to increase this to 80%.  

Highlights: Urban sector  

Around 25% of urban household have drinking water in 

their premises in the country. This is to be increased to 

100%. India ranks 120th in water quality index and 70% 

of water in the country is contaminated. Advanced 

techniques are to be used to maintain water quality. 

Highlights: Rural Sector  

Around 18% of rural households receive piped water 

supply. Under Jal Jeevan Mission, this is to be increased 

to 100% by 2024. 

 

UNICEF Report 

On December 31, 2019, the United Nations Children’s 

Fund (UNICEF) released its annual report. The report 

stated that since 1989, the number of countries 

experiencing conflicts has increased and the attacks on 

children has increased as well.  

Highlights  

According to the report, the number of attacks on 

children since 2010 has increased three-fold. The 

agency has hence named the decade as “Deadly 

Decade”. The report also stated that the number of 

countries experiencing violence has increased since 

1989. The year 1989 has been specified as the 

Convention on Rights of Child was passed in 1989. 

UNICEF says that in 2018, around 24,000 grave 

violations were recorded against children. The number 

has gone up highly to 1,70,000 in 2019. This is more 

than threefold and is deadly. This includes abductions, 

killing, sexual violence, maiming, child recruitment, 
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denial to humanitarian access and attacks in schools and 

hospitals. The United Nations states that there have been 

more than 10,000 violations in the first half of 2019. The 

violations were predominantly in the conflict zones. It 

includes northern Syria, Ukraine and Democratic 

Republic of Congo.  

Convention on Rights of Child, 1989  

According to the convention, any child below the age of 

18 is called a child. Around 140 countries have signed 

the convention. India is also a signatory. The convention 

sets out social, political, economic, civil and cultural 

rights of every child. The rights include right to 

education, right to protection against physical abuse, 

right to rest and leisure. 

 

Indian Science Congress to begin in Bengaluru 

On January 3, 2020, PM Modi will inaugurate Indian 

Science Congress at Bengaluru. The theme of the 

Congress is  

Theme: Science and Technology: Rural Development 

The Congress is to be hosted by Department of Science 

and Technology.  

Highlights  

The 107th Indian Science Congress is to be held 

between January 3, 2020 and January 7, 2020. The event 

will act as a common platform for researchers, scientists 

and academicians. Around 28 plenary sessions are to be 

held during the event. It includes leading technologies 

such as Climate Smart Agriculture for food security, 

challenges in cancer drugs, nano materials for energy, 

solutions for oil and gas, environment and health care. 

For the first time, Farmers Science Congress is to be 

held on the sidelines of Indian Science Congress  

Farmers Science Congress  

The congress will cover themes of innovation on 

integrated agriculture. It will also focus on themes of 

doubling farmers income, farmer empowerment, 

conservation, bio diversity, etc. The experts from ICAR 

(Indian council of Agricultural Research) and UAS 

(University of Agricultural Sciences) will also 

participate at the event along with the farmers whose 

innovative methodologies have brought in huge 

harvests.  

Children Science Congress  

The Children Science Congress also called the 

“Rashtriya Kishre Vaiguanik Sammelana” will also be 

held alongside 107th Indian Science Congress. The aim 

of the congress is to motivate students and increase their 

participation in scientific and technological fields. Apart 

from these, women science congress will also be held 

showcasing women achievements. Also, VC Science 

congress will be held to address the need of higher 

education institutions. The event will also hold Science 

Communicators Meet. 

 

2020 designated as Year of Nurse and Midwifery 

In the honor of 200th birth anniversary of Florence 

Nightingale, the World Health Organization designated 

the year 2020 as the “Year of Nurse and Midwife”.  

Highlights  

This year, WHO is to focus on nursing and midwifery 

in order to achieve Universal Health Coverage. The 

organization is leading the development of “World 

Nursing Report” that is to be launched in 2020. The 

report is first of its kind. The year is being dedicated to 

the midwifery as well as WHO is also a partner of The 

State of the World’s Midwifery Campaign. WHO is to 

launch the reports prior to 73rd session of WHO which 

is to be held in Geneva between February 3 and 8, 2020.  

Florence Nightingale  

Florence Nightingale was an English Social reformer 

born in 1820. She organized camps for wounded 

soldiers and also served as a manager of nurses during 

the Crimean War. She was called “The Lady with the 

Lamp” for making rounds on wounded soldiers. Also, 

the International Nurse Day is being celebrated in her 

honor. Every year, the day is celebrated on May 12. The 

day is celebrated by the International Council of Nurses. 

 

Palau 1st Country to ban sunscreen to protect 

Coral reefs 

The Pacific Island, Palau has become the first country 

to ban sun cream that is harmful to corals. The country 

has banned common ingredients used in cosmetics 

including oxybenzone.  

Highlights  

The order of the ban was passed in 2018. However, it 

comes into effect from January 1, 2020. The Rock 

Islands in the Palau is a UNESCO World Heritage Site. 

The country has banned 10 ingredients that harm coral 

reefs. It includes oxybenzone, ethyl paraben, 

Octinoxate, Butyl paraben, Octocrylene, methyl 

benzylidene camphor, triclosan, benzyl paraben, methyl 
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paraben, phenoxyethanol Following Palau, other states 

such as Hawaii in US has also introduced such bans. The 

Hawaii ban comes into effect from 2021. The other 

states that have introduced such ban includes US Virgin 

Islands, Dutch Carribean Islands. Though, it is a good 

start, the ban has to spread globally rather than 

pertaining locally. How are sun creams harmful to 

corals? The sun creams absorb UV radiations and make 

corals susceptible to bleaching. It is estimated that 

around 6 to 14,000 tons of sunscreen are washed into 

reefs annually.  

Why Palau?  

Palau is made of large volcanic islands and small coral 

reefs. The country has taken several climatic steps 

despite of its size. Palau was the second nation to ratify 

Paris climate agreement after Fiji. 

 

US army kills Iranian Commander Soleimani 

On January 3, 2020, the US army killed Iran’s most 

powerful military commander General Qasem 

Soleimani. He was killed at Baghdad airport.  

Highlights  

In a drone strike held by the US force at Baghdad 

airport, the Iranian Commander was killed along with 

other Iran supported militia heads. Under his leadership 

Iran had expanded its military presence in Syria and 

Iraq.  

India’s Concerns  

The region where the air strike was held is an extended 

neighborhood that houses 7 million Indians. These 

Overseas Citizens residing in Iran send valuable foreign 

remittance. India is also worried about the impact of the 

tensions on international fuel prices that soared by 4% 

on the very same day. India is not purchasing oil from 

Iran at present. In May 2019, India stopped purchasing 

oil from Iran following US sanctions. However, unrest 

in the region will impact the oil imports from Saudi 

Arabia. This is because most of the imports to India 

from Saudi Arabia takes place through Strait of Hormuz 

controlled by Iran. Saudi Arabia is the second largest oil 

supplier of India after Iraq. In 2018-19, Saudi Arabia 

supplied 40.33 million tons of crude oil. Also, the 

tensions could impact India’s trade with the region. 

India’s trade with the region now stands at 78 billion 

USD. The trade in the region is predominantly with the 

Gulf Cooperation Members that includes Kuwait, 

Saudi-Arabia, Bahrain, Qatar and Oman. 

 

ICMR releases report on Sugar intake of India, 

Report 1st of its kind 

On January 5, 2020, the Indian Council of Medical 

Research (ICMR) released its report on sugar intake of 

India. The intake was measured in grams per day. The 

report was released based on a joint survey conducted 

by ICMR, NIN (National Institute of Nutrition), 

Hyderabad and ILSI (International Life Science 

Institute of India). The study is the first of its kind in the 

country.  

Highlights  

The study says that intake of added sugar in metro cities 

was 19.5 grams per day. This is lower than the level 

recommended by ICMR which is 30 gram per day. 

Though the levels of all the cities were within the 

threshold, they were so close to the upper limit in certain 

cities. According to the study, sugar intake was the 

highest in Mumbai. Mumbai reported 26.3 g/day 

followed by Ahmedabad at 25.9 g/day. The other 

counter parts of the metropolitan cities that have high 

intakes include Delhi (23.2 g/day), Bengaluru at 19.3 

g/day, Kolkata at 17.1 g/day and Chennai at 16.1 grams 

per day.  

Categories  

The report also stated that the overall intake of sugar by 

women was more than that of men. Intake of sugar by 

women was 20.2 g/day and that of men was 18.7 g/day. 

In terms of age group, the study says that people 

belonging to older age group take more sugar than that 

of the younger population. The study also measured 

sugar consumption based in literacy level, community, 

activity status, occupation. 

 

Centre approves disaster relief fund to 7 states 

The Government of India approved Rs 5,908 crores of 

disaster relief fund to seven states. It includes 

Karnataka, UP, Assam, MP, Tripura Maharashtra and 

Himachal Pradesh. The states were badly affected due 

to floods and landslides caused by South West Monsoon 

rains.  

Highlights  

A high-level committee operating under Home Ministry 

on January 6, 2020 approved disaster relief fund from 

National Disaster Respond Fund (NDRF). In 2019-20, 

the GoI released Rs 8.068.33 crores from its share from 

the State Disaster Respond Fund (SDRF). Under the 

fund, 75% of the fund is contributed by the centre and 

25% by the state.  
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National Disaster Respond Fund  

The National Disaster Respond Fund was established 

under the disaster Management Act, 2005. It is defined 

under Section 46 of the act. The NDRF was established 

to supplement SDRF. The aim of the fund is to provide 

immediate relief from natural disasters and not as 

compensation for crop loss or damage to properties. In 

2010, the National Calamity Contingency Fund was 

renamed NDRF. A dedicated calamity fund for the first 

time was recommended by the 9th Finance Commission 

in 1990.  

National Executive Committee  

The National Executive Committee operating under 

National Disaster Management Authority decides on the 

expenses of the NDRF based on the guidelines released 

by GoI in 2015.  

Sources of NDRF  

The NDRF is collected through cess levied on certain 

items, excise duties, customs duties. The budgetary 

allocations also contribute to the fund. 

 

IDRSS: ISRO new satellite to help Gaganyaan 

crew 

The Indian Data Relay Satellite System (IDRSS) will 

track Indian satellites in low-earth orbits. It is a new 

satellite series that plans to set up a communication 

system between the space assets of India.  

Highlights  

The system is aimed to play vital role in India’s space 

station and space docking. It will also assist distant 

expeditions of India to Mars, moon and Venus. The 

system will help in monitoring launches. The IRDSS is 

to play a major role in India’s Human Space Flight 

Programme, Gaganyaan. It will help India to cover the 

entire mission right from its launch. The IDRSS 

satellites are to be launched on GSLV launcher. They 

will approximately weigh 2,000 kg. These satellites are 

to be placed at an orbit of 36,000 km away from earth’s 

orbit.  

About IDRSS  

The mission consists of more than 2 satellites. The first 

two IRDSS satellites are to be sent in the end of 2020. 

These satellites will precede the experimental mission 

of Gaganyaan that will carry humanoid dummies. The 

first of this kind is to be launched in 2020 and the second 

satellite is to be launched in 2021. This technology was 

launched by the space majors such as Russia and US in 

1970-80s. They were used to monitor their respective 

space station.  

Purpose  

During the launch of Gaganyaan at least one ground 

should monitor the satellite 24/7. This is not possible for 

India with its current infrastructure. Also, to make the 

tracking continuous ISRO has to create number of 

ground stations or hire them globally. The IDRSS helps 

to solve this problem providing full time tracking of the 

mission. 

 

UIDAI’s 10 year success 

Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI), the 

statutory body established in January 2009 under the 

Ministry of Electronics and Information is solely 

responsible for providing AADHAR cards. Aadhaar 

even after 10 years is the world’s largest bio metric ID 

system in the world  

Highlights  

In 2009, nearly 5 million births were unregistered. 

However, today the body has made Aadhar huge 

success with 95% of adults holding the identity card 

today. Aadhaar collects only four personal information, 

that includes, name, gender, age and address along with 

biometric data of thumb impression, retinal scan and 

facial recognition.  

Benefits  

Aadhaar had improved the reliability of government 

welfare programmes. According to the State of Aadhaar 

report, 2019, Aadhaar has been the first identity 

document for around 65-70 million individuals. This 

benefitted them in opening bank accounts, accessing 

food rations, mobile phone services, etc. The report also 

stated that 80% of participants felt that Aadhaar 

improved the reach of government schemes and services 

faster. Only 34% of Indians are yet to link their Aadhaar 

in the fear of losing the services. State of Aadhaar report 

surveyed 1,70,000 individuals. The initiative was 

started 3 years ago by IDinsight and Omidyar Network 

of India. 

 

Statue of Unity included in 8 wonders of SCO 

The Statue of Unity that was inaugurated by PM Modi 

in October 2018 has been included in 8 wonders of SCO 

(Shanghai Cooperation Organization). The statue was a 

monumental tribute to Sardar Vallabhai Patel.  
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About the Statue  

The Statue was inaugurated on the 143rd birth 

anniversary of Sardar Vallabhai Patel. It is the world’s 

tallest statue. In one year, since its inauguration, it 

attracted 2.9 million tourists and earned 82 crores of 

rupees.  

What are the Eight Wonders?  

The Wonders of SCO include archaeological and 

historical monuments of SCO. It includes  

• Statue of Unity in India  

• Daming Palace in China  

• Navruz Palace in Tajikistan  

• Mughals Heritage in Pakistan  

• Tamgaly Gorge in Kazakhstan  

• Po-i-Kalan Complex in Uzbekistan  

• The Golden Ring of Russia  

• Lahore, the Mughals heritage in Pakistan  

SCO Heads Meet  

For the first time, India is hosting heads of Government 

meet of SCO countries. All the government heads of 

eight SCO countries India, Russia, China, Kazakhstan, 

Tajikistan, Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan and Tajikistan will 

attend the meeting. However, there are possibilities for 

Pakistan to skip the meet. Amidst highest tensions 

between India and Pakistan, Pakistan PM Imran Khan is 

expected to skip the meet. The countries however 

participated in SCO military exercise hosted by Russia. 

SCO is an economic bloc in which India and Pakistan 

became members in 2017 

 

Prof M S Swaminathan 

On January 14, 2020, the Agricultural Scientist Prof M 

S Swaminathan was awarded the “Muppavarapu 

Venenkaiah Naidu” National award. The award was 

also presented to Mr Muniratnam. Mr Muniratnam was 

the first person to receive the award four days back. 

 

Annual Status of Education Report 2019 

On January 14, 2020, the Non-Profit Organization 

Pratham released its annual report, Annual Status of 

Education Report, 2019. The report is based on the 

survey conducted in 26 districts that covers 36,000 

children in the age group of 4 to 8 years.  

Key Findings of the report  

• Number of girls enrolled in government schools is 

higher than number of boys. On the other hand, 

number of boys enrolled in private institutions is 

higher than that of girls  

• The report says that around 56.8% of girls and 50.4% 

of boys are enrolled in government schools.  

• In the age group of 6-8 years, 61.1% of girls and 

52.1% of boys were enrolled in government 

institutions.  

• According to RTE act, 2009 (Right to Education act), 

children should enter Class I at the age of 6. But 

according to the report, 4 out of every 10 children 

entering Class I are less than 5 years old.  

Suggestions of the report  

• The existing network of Anganwadi Centres should 

be strengthened and expanded.  

• Early language, numeracy, social and emotional 

learning tasks are closely related to age of the 

children. Therefore, it is mandatory to put children 

into primary grades at the right age.  

• The age band of children between 4 and 8 are seen 

as continuous progressive stages, Therefore, utmost 

importance should be given in designing curriculum 

for these stages 

 

Henley Passport Index launched 

Recently, Henley Passport Index was launched. The 

index was launched based on the data collected from 

International Air Transport Association (IATA). 

Around 199 different passports and 227 different travel 

destinations were considered to launch the index. The 

Index is based on the number of destinations their 

holders can access without visa.  

Highlights  

According to the index, Japan has the world’s strongest 

passport. Japan has been holding top rank position for 

the past 3 years. According to 2020 index, the citizens 

can access 191 destinations without the necessity of 

obtaining visa in advance. Japan was followed by 

Singapore, Germany, South Korea at second, third and 

fourth places respectively. US and UK have been falling 

places for two year are now in eighth position. India 

ranked closer to the bottom at rank 84.  

History of performances  

UAE was the historic performer of Henley Passport 

Index 2020. UAE has jumped 47 places in the past 10 

years. It is currently at 47th position. India was in Rank 

71 as the index was released in 2006. Today Indian 
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citizens can access only 60 destinations in the world 

without obtaining prior Visa.  

Visa Free Destinations  

There are 58 destinations in the world that does not 

require prior Visa. 20 of the 58 are in Africa, 11 in Asia. 

There is no developed country or a major power in the 

world where Indians can travel without Visa. Serbia is 

the only European country where Indians are allowed to 

travel without visa.  

What is Passport Index?  

Passport index is an online tool that provides insights 

about visa-free travel option. The score also says how 

welcoming the countries are. The Passport index 

includes Visa-Frees score, World Openness score, 

Welcoming score and Global Mobility score. When 

these scores are high, passport index is also high and 

such a passport is said to be highly powerful. 

 

Carbon Disclosure Project 

On January 21, 2020, the Carbon Disclosure Project, an 

annual report on carbon reduction activities of different 

countries and their firms was released by a non-profit 

organization Global Reporting Initiative. According to 

the report, the countries were ranked based on their 

corporate responsibilities of carbon reduction. In order 

to assess the role played by them, their science-based 

targets were weighed. 

Highlights 

According to the report, 58 Indian companies disclosed 

their environment related activities to the organization. 

Based on their disclosure, the report concludes that 98% 

of the top Indian companies have now formed 

committees to address climate related issues. The 

change has been witnessed between 2018 and 2019. 

United States topped the list with 135 companies being 

transparent in their disclosure. Followed by US, Japan 

ranked second with 83 companies. On the third, fourth 

and fifth ranks were UK (78), France (51) and India (38) 

respectively. The report said that, over 6,900 companies 

have so far disclosed their data through Carbon 

Disclosure Project. This contributes to 55% of world 

capitalization. 

Global reporting initiative 

The Global Reporting initiative helps businesses, 

organizations and governments to understand the 

impacts of climate change, corruption and human rights. 

 

Global Social Mobility Index 

On January 20, 2020, the World Economic Forum 

released the Social Mobility Index. The index measures 

social mobility of the population world wide. 

What is social mobility? 

Social Mobility is the upward or downward movement 

of an individual in personal circumstances in relation to 

their parents. The countries’ social mobility was 

measured based on following 5 key dimensions as 

follows  

• Health  

• Education-Quality, Access and Equity  

• Technology  

• Work-Wages, conditions and opportunities  

• Protections and Institutions-Inclusive institutions 

and social protection  

Relative Social Mobility is the assessment of effect of 

socio-economic background on a person’s life. 

Findings of the report 

According to the report, Denmark ranks the first 

followed by Finland, Norway, Sweden and Iceland. 

India ranked 76th out of 82 countries. According to the 

report, India has improved in the areas of fair wage 

distribution and social protection. Also India performed 

better in terms of life-long learning and working 

conditions. The countries that were benefited out of 

social mobility includes US, China, India, Germany and 

Japan. 

Impact of 4th Industrial Revolution 

According to the report, the fourth industrial revolution 

has created several social inequalities. It is disrupting 

labor market by inducing wage disparities. 

 

Ghana inspired by India’s Ujjawala 

On January 23, 2020, Ghana announced that the country 

will replicate the Ujjwala model of LPG connection 

under the guidance of India (represented by Indian Oil 

Corporation). 

Highlights 

LPG coverage in Ghana is 23%. Citizens of Ghana 

spend hours together at petrol stations to refill their 

cylinders. Ghana is to fix the issues around LPG with 

India’s support. Ghana inspired by India’s bottling 

plants of LPG is to implement its replica aiming to cover 

50% of population in the initial stage. 
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MoU 

India has signed a Memorandum of Understanding with 

Ghana to provide assistance in Ghana’s National LPG 

Promotion Policy. The MoU will strengthen 

cooperation between the countries and will increase the 

support offered to National Petroleum Authority of 

Ghana by India. Indian Oil Corporation will aid in 

developing infrastructure, technical support and value 

chain on the sidelines of the agreement. This symbolizes 

India as a global leader in providing clean energy. 

Achievement under PMUY 

Under Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana, 8 crore cooking 

gas connection were provided to poor women in less 

than 3 years. The Programme was launched to safeguard 

health of children and women by replacing firewood 

with LPG. 

Controversies 

India’s CAG (Comptroller and Auditor General) in its 

report on PMUY expressed its concerns over delays in 

supply of cylinder, low consumption, diversions of 

LPG, etc. 

 

ILO’s labour report 2020 

The International Labour Organization released its “The 

World Employment and Social Outlook: Trends 2020” 

(WESO) report. The report stated that the global 

unemployment has been stable for the last nine years. 

However, slowing economic growth means that for the 

increasing labour force, no new jobs are created. 

Highlights: World 

The report has projected that the unemployment is to 

increase around 2.5 million in 2020. Currently there are 

188 million people unemployed in the world. This 

means one in five of the workers worldwide are living 

in poverty. The report also says that around 165 million 

people in the world do not have enough paid work and 

120 million lack access to labour market. In all, more 

than 470 million are affected due to unemployment 

problems. 

Highlights India 

According to the report, the growth in countries of India 

and china in the past 13 years has caused the global 

labour inequality to reduce. However, the labour income 

distribution within these countries has not changed. The 

Gender gap in wages of the labours is more in South 

Asian countries such as India, Pakistan and Bangladesh 

as compared to the rest of the world. While it stands at 

15% in developed nations, in these countries the gender 

gap of wages is 40%. 

 

25000 Child porn cases in 5 months in India 

On January 28, 2020, a non-profit organization in the 

US called the National Centre for Missing and Exploited 

Children (NCMEC) said that over 25,000 cases of child 

pornography have been uploaded in 5 months in India. 

The data has been shared by the organization with the 

National Crime Records Bureau. 

Highlights 

The Home Ministry has signed an agreement with the 

NCMEC in 2019 to obtain data on Child pornography 

being uploaded in India. According to Ministry of Home 

Affairs, Delhi tops the list when it comes to Child sexual 

Abuse material followed by Maharashtra, Gujarat, Uttar 

Pradesh and West Bengal. 

POCSO act 

In June 2019, the Indian Government widened the 

definition of Child pornography under POCSO 

(Prevention of Children from Sexual Offences) act. It 

now covers visual depiction, video, photograph, digital 

or computer-generated image that appears to depict a 

child. 

Rajya Sabha Panel 

An Ad-hoc committee was constituted by the Chairman 

of Rajya Sabha Shri M Venkaiah Naidu. The committee 

has submitted its report on January 26, 2020. The 

committee has made 40 recommendations to prevent 

sexual abuse of children.  

• The report calls to remove such content also enable 

parents for early detection of access to such content 

by children.  

• The committee has also recommended to amend 

POCSO act and IT act, 2000. 

 

10 more Wet lands declared under Ramsar Site: 

Maharashtra gets its 1st Ramsar Site 

On January 28, 2020, the Union Ministry declared that 

Ramsar Convention had added 10 more sites from India. 

Today, there are 37 Ramsar sites in the country. 

Highlights 

Among the 10 sites, Maharashtra (Nadur 

Madhameshwar) gets its first Ramsar site. The other 
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wetlands sites include one in Uttar Pradesh and 3 in 

Punjab (Beas Conservation Reserve, Keshoupur-Miani 

and Nangal). 

Wetland restoration 

In the past 6 months, the ministry of Environment 

prepared four pronged strategies for restoration of 

wetlands. It includes wetland health cards, preparing a 

baseline data, preparing targeted Integrated 

Management and enlisting wetland mitras. 

Significance 

It is important to conserve wetlands for water, food, 

groundwater recharge, fibre, water purification, erosion 

control, flood moderation and climate regulation. 

Wetlands are the major source of fresh water. They help 

to soak rain water and recharge ground water. 

Conserving Wet Lands will also help in achieving Nal 

Se Jal scheme. The scheme aims to provide water 

connection to every house hold by 2024. 

 

 

Telangana tops sustainable growth goals 

performer list 

According to the United National Development 

Programme (UNDP), Telangana has emerged the best 

performing states in terms of achieving Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDG). It is to be noted that in 

December 2019, India released SDG India Index. India 

was the first country to release SDG index. The index 

was launched by NITI Aayog. 

 

 

Prelim Shots 

• Kerala becomes 1st state to pass Anti CAA bill, 2nd – Punjab, 3rd – Rajasthan, 4th – West Bengal 

• India’s foreign exchange touches all time high of 457.468 billion USD 

• Turtle rehab centre in Bihar’s Bhagalpur Forest – 1st of its kind 

• Kobe Bryant dies in Helicopter crash 

• Supreme Court allows introduction of African Cheetah in India 
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